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Foreword

Forging a Stronger

India and Czech Republic Relationship

India's trade and cultural relations with the Czech Republic have a
long history. In the medieval ages, the Kingdom of Bohemia and
the Austro-Hungarian Empire traded precious goods including
Indian spices with India through marine and land routes. The
relations between the two countries have continued to flourish in
later centuries with frequent exchanges between academicians,
artists, business people and political leaders.

India’s relations with the former Czechoslovakia, and with the
Czech Republic, have always been warm and friendly. Diplomatic
relations with Czechoslovakia were established in 1947 which has
smoothly transitioned into a vibrant relationship with the Czech
Republic after the peaceful bifurcation of Czechoslovakia in
1993 into Czech Republic and Slovakia. This strengthening of the
relationship has been fuelled by trade, regular visits, interactions
and exchanges between prominent Indian and Czech scholars,
journalists, politicians, business people and artists.

In the light of this strong India-Czech history of relationship,
it has been a privilege for me to be assigned the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of India to the
Czech Republic in 2018, providing me the opportunity to steer
this relationship to greater heights. The visit by the President of
India to the Czech Republic took place after a gap of 22 years and
the visit of the Czech Prime Minister to India happened after a
gap of 12 years.

As we celebrate 75 years of bilateral relations, this publication
brings out some of the key moments of my tenure in the Czech
Republic which | share with you as | look back fondly.

Mrs NARINDER CHAUHAN

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of India to the Czech Republic
2018-2020



czech

Meeting with Hon’ble President of the Czech Republic
With Hon’ble President of Czech Republic, H.E. Mr Milo$ Zeman,
during Credentials Presentation Ceremony at the Prague Castle
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czech

Meeting with Hon’ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, September 2018
With Hon'ble Prime Minister of Czech Republic, Mr Andrej Babis
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Meeting with Hon’ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, , September 2018
Celebrating Diwali with Hon'ble Prime Minister of Czech Republic, Mr Andrej Babis, in the ceremonial way
through pooja, exchange of gifts and an Indian meal with the entire PMO, September 2018
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Visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic to India
Hon'ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Mr Andrej Babi§ met with Hon'ble President of India

Shri Ram Nath Kovind during an official visit from January 17th to 19th, 2019 during which he travelled Visit of Hon'ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic to India

to Ahmedabad, Pune and New Delhi. He also launched the Centre for European Studies at the Symbiosis Official talks between Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi
International University and inaugurated the SKODA and Volkswagen Group India Technology Center and Hon'ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Mr Andrej Babi$

in Pune.

at Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit, 2019.
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Welcoming the Czech delegation to India
With Hon'ble Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Mr Andrej Babis,
during his official visit to India. January 2019.
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State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018

Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind being received by Hon'ble President Mr Milo§ Zeman of the
Czech Republic. It was a landmark visit which turned the course of bilateral relations. The visit demonstrated
the like mindedness and political bonding of the two countries and their world view on all major issues of
interest, including international, regional and bilateral.
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State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018
Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind during official talks and interactions

State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018
Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind during official talks and interactions
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State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018
Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind visits The National Library of the Czech Republic
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State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018
Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind addressing the Indian community in Czech Republic




czech

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020

State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018 State Visit of Hon’ble President of India to the Czech Republic, September 2018
Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind visits the Laser Institute — Hon'ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind and delegation enthralled
a centre of excellence of the Czech Republic by the musicians led by Indo-Czech maestro Shri Debashish Chaudhuri
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Visit of Czech Defense Minister to India

During his visit to India at the Aero India 2019 Show in Bangalore, Defense Minister of the Czech Republic
H.E. Mr Lubomir Metnar met with Defense Minister of India H.E. Smt Nirmala Sitharaman and Indian Armed
Forces representatives and personally supported Czech-Indian cooperation in the defense and aerospace
industries. Czech aircraft manufacturers and providers of air transport technologies and services presented
themselves at the fair in the joint exhibition pavilion.
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Visit of Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs to India

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic H.E. Mr Toma$ Petficek visited Republic of India from
January 13th to 17th, 2020. On this occasion, he met Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi
and External Affairs Minister of India H.E. Shri Subrahmanyam Jaishankar with other Cabinet members. He
also participated as a keynote speaker at the prestigious international forum Raisina Dialogue 2020. The
Minister was accompanied by the Czech Business Delegation.



czech

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020

Visit of Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs to India
On 14th January, 2020, Czech Member of European Parliamnt, Mr Toma$ Zdechovsky had a bilateral
meeting with External Affairs Minister of India H.E. Shri Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.



Republic Day Reception 2020

Singing of national anthems at the Republic Day reception.

The Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies H.E. Mr Radek Vondracek

and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic H.E. Mr Tomas Petticek, greet the audience.

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020

Republic Day Reception 2020

Addressing the distinguished gathering at the Republic Day reception at the historic Klementinum.
Welcoming an august gathering including Hon'ble Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies

Mr Radek Vondracek and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic H.E. Mr Tom4as Petficek.
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Celebrating 70th Anniversary of Republic Day of India
Flag hoisting ceremony with Indian community
Rendition of Indian patriotic songs by the Czech military band
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Meeting with Minister of Industry and Trade

With Minister of Industry and Trade H.E. Ms Marta Novakova during the Meeting of Joint Commission

on Economic Cooperation during visit of H.E. Shri CR Chaudhary, the then Minister of State of Commerce,
Government of India, in October 2018.
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Meeting with the Head of the Foreign Department
With Head of the Foreign Department, Office of the President of the Czech Republic
H.E. Mr Rudolf Jindrak

Meeting with Head of the Foreign Relations Committee
With Head of the Foreign Relations Committee of Czech Parliament
H.E. Mr Lubomir Zaorélek
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Meeting with State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
With State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and former Czech Ambassador to India
H.E. Mr Miroslav Stacek

Meeting with State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
With State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and former Czech Ambassador to India
H.E. Mr Miroslav Stacek
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Meeting with the Czech Minister of Culture
With Czech Minister of Culture H.E. Mr Lubomir Zaoralek

Meeting with the Minister of Education, Youth and Sports
With Minister of Education, Youth and Sports, Czech Republic H.E. Mr Robert Plaga
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Meeting with Hon'ble Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament
With Hon'ble Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament Mr Radek Vondracek

Meeting with the Czech EU Commissioner
With Czech EU Commissioner H.E. Ms Véra Jourova
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Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs
Meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic H.E. Mr Tomas Petticek,
to invite him on a visit to India

Meeting with the Mayor of Prague
With Mayor of Prague Mr Zdenék Hfib

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020
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Visit of Indian Business Delegation to the Czech Republic

Official talks between the Czech Minister for Trade and Industry H.E. Mr. Karel Havli¢ek and Shri A R Sihag,
Secretary, Heavy Industry, Government of India during Brno Engineering Trade Fair, Oct 2019. This was
followed by the meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) on Heavy Industry.



czech

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020

Visit of Indian Businesses to the Czech Republic
More than 60 Indian companies, led by Engineering Export Promotion Council of India (EEPC India), India at Brno Amper Fair
participate in Brno Engineering Trade Fair 2019 Over 60 Indian companies participated at Brno Amper Fair led by ASSOCHAM
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Tree Plantation by the Hon'ble Czech Prime Minister
In a rare gesture, Hon'ble Czech Prime Minister Mr Andrej Babis, leads the world in planting

one hundred and fifty trees to create an orchard in a picturesque Czech village for Bapu@ 150.

Czech Minister of Environment H.E. Mr Richard Brabec, is also present.

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020
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Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Czech Republic

A classical musical tribute to Mahatma Gandhi led by maestro Debashish Chaudhuri in four Czech cities
as part of Bapu@150 celebrations. The President of India conferred the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award
in the field of Art and Culture on maestro Debashish Chaudhuriin Jan 2021.
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Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Czech Republic

A classical musical tribute to Mahatma Gandhi led by maestro Debashish Chaudhuri in four Czech cities
as part of Bapu@150 celebrations. The President of India conferred the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award
in the field of Art and Culture on maestro Debashish Chaudhuriin Jan 2021.
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Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Czech Republic
With maestro Debashish Chaudhuri, his wife Jana, and other digintaries during the Bapu@ 150 concert



czech

Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Czech Republic
Organized a Painting Exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi as part of Bapu@ 150 Celebrations

in collaboration with the Elementary Art School in Revnice.

Seen on bottom left is the Czech painter with the award-winnng portrait of Mahatma Gandhi.

Celebrating 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Czech Republic
Organized a Painting Exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi as part of Bapu@ 150 Celebrations
in collaboration with the Elementary Art School in Revnice.
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Czech Post Releases a special Bapu@150 Commemorative Postage Stamp

A commemorative postage stamp marking the 150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi
was unveiled on 26 June, 2019 as a joint effort of Czech Post and the Embassy of India, Prague.
The ceremony was held in the presence of Czech Post’s Director General, Mr Roman Knap and

was attended by the stamp designer, Mr Jan Kavan.
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Coverage in Local Media
Interview published in a Czech daily newspaper
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Celebrating Rabindra Jayanti at Thakur Square in Prague

Rabindranath Tagore belongs to the world and the Czech acknowledge it. The Czech have named a region
in Zone 6 of Prague as Thakurova as a tribute to the Indian Nobel laureate. Right in the middle of Thakurova
is a bronze bust of Rabindranath Tagore with an inscription below it.
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Celebrating Republic Day of India in the Czech Republic
Addressing the Indian community during flag hoisting at Republic Day, 2019
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Visit of the Surat Biking Queens to the Czech Republic

Ahmedabad World Peace Rally visits the Czech Republic Meeting the three Women Bikers from India — Dr. Sarika Mehta, Founder, Biking Queens, Ms Jinal Shah and
Meeting the twentyfive members of the World Peace Rally and flagging off the onward journey Ms Rutali Patel, from the Female Biking Club, “Biking Queens” during the stop of the expedition at Prague.
from Prague. The World Peace Rally was flagged off on 1st July, 2019 from Gandhi Ashram, Ahmedabad. The enthusiastic women bikers rode 25,000+ kms for 89 days, in 25 countries across 3 continents to promote
The Rally was organised to spread the message of peace by Mahatma Gandhi as part of India's celebrations the noble cause of "Nari Gaurav" (Women Pride) along with a message from the Hon'ble Prime Minister of

of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. India, Shri Narendra Modi.
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Celebrating Independence Day of India in the Czech Republic
Celebration of Independence Day 2019 with Indian athletes and Indian community

Celebrating Independence Day of India in the Czech Republic
Celebration of Independence Day 2019 with Indian athletes and Indian community
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With Indian and European Chess Grandmasters

At the welcoming ceremony of the Prague International Chess Festival 2019 at Don Giovanni.
Seen with the three participating Indian chess grandmasters — Vidit Gujarathi, Harikrishna Pentala
and the 13 year old Praggnanandhaa.
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Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Speaking at the Sri Swami Madhavananda World Peace Council that promotes peace
through Yoga and the message of Mahatma Gandhi
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Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Yoga enthusiasts participate in the International Day of Yoga proceedings at multiple venues

Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Yoga enthusiasts participate in the International Day of Yoga proceedings at multiple venues
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Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Yoga enthusiasts participate in the International Day of Yoga proceedings at multiple venues

Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Yoga enthusiasts participate in the International Day of Yoga proceedings at multiple venues
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Celebrating International Day of Yoga in Czech Republic
Yoga enthusiasts participate in the International Day of Yoga proceedings at multiple venues

Meeting with the Czech Minister of Health
In discussion with Czech Minister of Health H.E. Mr Adam Vojtech,
to create awareness about Yoga in the Czech Republic

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
Organised the Festival of India in Czech Republic from 24 June to 29 June, 2019 in three different cities —
Prague (24 June); Brno (26 June); and Ostrava (Ostrava Street Festival, 28-29 June).
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
The Festival of India in the Czech Republic was inaugurated by Minister of Finance,
Government of the Czech Republic H.E. Ms Alena Schillerova at Karlin Divadlo, Prague.
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic

Organised the Festival of India in Czech Republic from 24 June to 29 June, 2019 in three different cities —
Prague (24 June); Brno (26 June); and Ostrava (Ostrava Street Festival, 28-29 June).

The Festival was inaugurated by Minister of Finance, Government of the Czech Republic

H.E. Ms Alena Schillerova at Karlin Divadlo, Prague.
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
The Festival of India featured Bharatanatyam and Kathak performances by Ms. Neha Seshadrinath
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic

Kathak performance at Festival v ulicich by Ms Neha Seshadrinath performed the Kathak with Chaturang.
Chaturang or Chaar ang is the coming together of four aspects of music and dance — sahitya, sargam, bol
and tarana.



Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
Kathakali performance at Festival v ulicich led by Kalamandalam Shri Rajasekharan Madhava Kurup.
The performance depicts the story of Kirata from Mahabharata, the Indian epic.
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Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
Kathakali performance at Festival v ulicich led by Kalamandalam Shri Rajasekharan Madhava Kurup.
The performance depicts the story of Kirata from Mahabharata, the Indian epic.

Celebrating the Festival of India in the Czech Republic
Indian folk dancers perform at Festival v ulicich
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Indian Art in Czech Republic
Street painting installation by celebrated Indian artist Shri Mantu Das
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India at the Prague International Book Fair, May 2019
Indian books and literature at display at the India Pavilion
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India at the Prague International Book Fair, May 2019 India at the Prague International Book Fair, May 2019
Indian books and literature at display at the India Pavilion Indian books and literature at display at the India Pavilion
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India at the Prague International Book Fair, May 2019
Indian books and literature at display at the India Pavilion

India at the Prague International Book Fair, May 2019
Indian books and literature at display at the India Pavilion
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Celebrating Bapu@150 in the Czech Republic
Satya vaarta by former Czech Culture Minister and Member of Parliament H.E. Mr Daniel Herman

Promoting Indian literature and culture in the Czech Republic
Gifting books from India to the Czech Academy of Sciences Library
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Promoting Indian literature and culture in the Czech Republic Promoting Indian literature and culture in the Czech Republic
Gifting books from India to the University of Pardubice Gifting books from India to Masaryk University
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Visit to Czech University of Life Sciences
An interaction with the Rector, Prof. Petr Sklenicka, Vice Rector and the Indian students
at the Czech University of Life Sciences on 27 March, 2019.

Promoting Indian literature and culture in the Czech Republic
Gifting Indian library to Metropolitan University, Prague
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Promoting Indian Tourism in the Czech Republic
Creating awareness about Indian tourism destinations and culture
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Promoting Indian culture in the Czech Republic
With Foreign Minister H.E. Mr Tomas Petti¢ek and Mrs Petficek at Christmas Charity Bazaar Indian stall
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Commemorating the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Devji
Gurbani function at the Indian chancery to commemorate the 550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Deviji

Celebrating Indian festivals with the Indian diaspora
Participating in Navratri celebrations with the Indian community organised by Bharat Sangh
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Celebrating Diwali in the Czech Republic
Participating in Diwali celebrations with the Indian community in Brno

Celebrating Indian festivals with the Indian diaspora
With Indian community ladies at Karva Chauth celebration
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Celebrating Indian festivals with the Indian diaspora
Celebrating Diwali with the Indian community at the celebrations organised by Bharat Sangh

Celebrating Indian festivals with the Indian diaspora
With devotees and followers at the Ratha Yatra in Prague

Ambassador of India in Prague / 2018-2020
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Concert at Rudolfinum by Sri Chinmoy Group

To mark the 100th Anniversary of the foundation of Czechoslovakia in 1918,
members of the Sri Chinmoy Centre offered three special concerts

with the final concert at Dvorak Hall, Rudolfinum in Prague.

Concert at Rudolfinum by Sri Chinmoy Group

To mark the 100th Anniversary of the foundation of Czechoslovakia in 1918,
members of the Sri Chinmoy Centre offered three special concerts

with the final concert at Dvorak Hall, Rudolfinum in Prague.
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Indian Literature Heritage in the Czech Republic
Rare Indian manuscripts at the National Library, Prague
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India in the Czech Republic
With Indian motifs and iconography at the Prague Zoo
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